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(57) Abstract: A game device (1) comprises progress managing means (21) for storing/managing the story progresses of a game for 
respective players; player identifying means (15) for identifying the players based on transmission sources of e-mails received via 
a receiving server (12); instruction acquiring means (16) for analyzing the text contents of the received e-mails to acquire them as 
instruction information; story processing means (18) for determining the story progresses corresponding to the respective identified 
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players to process, according to the determined progresses and the instruction information, the story development of the game; return 
e-mail producing means (19) for producing, according to the processed story development, return e-mails for transmitting reply 
information in response to the instruction information; and return e-mail processing means (20) for transmitting the produced return 
e-mails to the respective identified players via a transmitting server (13). 



>-^±t¥Si 9, ai*-/<i 3$^Lt, ^)S^tLfcig<i>— ;u$^»|^^fc^u— ViciHii-r^Sii^ — 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



International application No. 

PCT/JP03/16543 



A. CLASSIFICATION OF SUBJECT MATTER 

Int. CI 7 A63F13/12, A63F13/10 



According to International Patent Classification (IPC) or to both national classification and IPC 
B. FIELDS SEARCHED 

Minimum documentation searched (classification system followed by classification symbols) 
Int. CI 7 A63F9/24, A63F13/00-13/12, G06F17/60 



Documentation searched other than minimum documentation to the extent that such documents are included in the fields searched 
Jitsuyo Shinan Koho 1922-1996 Toroku Jitsuyo Shinan Koho 1994-2004 

Kokai Jitsuyo Shinan Koho 1971-2004 Jitsuyo Shinan Toroku Koho 1996-2004 

Electronic data base consulted during the international search (name of data base and, where practicable, search terms used) 



C. DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Category* 


Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages 


Relevant to claim No. 


Y 


JP 2002-66141 A (NTT Comware Corp.), 
05 March, 2002 (05.03.02), 
Full text; Figs. 1 to 3 
(Family: none) 


1-8,9 


Y 


JP 10-328416 A (Sony Corp.), 
15 December, 1998 (15.12.98), 
Full text; Figs. 1 to 22 
(Family: none) 


1-8,9 


Y 


JP 5-46656 A (Toshiba Corp.), 
26 February, 1993 (26.02.93), 
Par. Nps. [0003] to [0004] 
(Family: none) 


3 



| X | Further documents are listed in the continuation of Box C. 


| | See patent family annex. 


* Special categories of cited documents: 

"A" document defining the general state of the art which is not 

considered to be of particular relevance 
"E" earlier document but published on or after the international filing 

date 

"L" document which may throw doubts on priority claim(s) or which is 
cited to establish the publication date of another citation or other 
special reason (as specified) 

"O" document referring to an oral disclosure, use, exhibition or other 
means 

"P" document published prior to the international filing date but later 
than the priority date claimed 


"T* later document published after the international filing date or 

priority date and not in conflict with the application but cited to 
understand the principle or theory underlying the invention 

"X" document of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot be 
considered novel or cannot be considered to involve an inventive 
step when the document is taken alone 

"V document of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot be 
considered to involve an inventive step when the document is 
combined with one or more other such documents, such 
combination being obvious to a person skilled in the art 
document member of the same patent family 


Date of the actual completion of the international search 
09 February, 2004 (09.02.04) 


Date of mailing of the international search report 

24 February, 2004 (24.02.04) . 


Name and mailing address of the ISA/ 

Japanese Patent Office 


Authorized officer 


Facsimile No. 


Telephone No. 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



International application No. 

PCT/JP03/16543 



C (Continuation). DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Category* 



Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages 



•Relevant to claim No. 



JP 2002-126351 A (Aruze Kabushiki Kaisha) , 
08 May, 2002 (08.05.02)., 
Par. Wo. [0099] 
(Family: none) 

JP 2002-369970 A (Aruze Kabushiki Kaisha), 
24 December, 2002 (24.12.02), 
Par. Nos. [0102], [0123]; Figs. 1 to 13 
(Family: none) 

EP 1086731 A2 (SEGA ENTERPRISES, LTD.), 
28 March,. 2001 (28.03.01), 

Par. Nos. [0100] to [0104]; Figs. 1 to 21 
& JP 2001-198363 A 

Par. Nos. [0099] to [0103]; Figs. 1 to 21 



Form PCT7ISA/210 (continuation of second sheet) (July 1998) 



pct/j po 3/1 e 5 4 3 



A. »9I<©jRi-53*©£JH <BBHW#« (IPC) ) 

Int. CI 7 A63F13/12, A63F13/10 



Haefcffofcft/jNRSfifl- (SKMftft&S (IPC) ) 

-Int. CI 7 A63F9/24, A 6 3 F 1 3/0 0 - 1 3/ 1 2 , G08F17/60 



B*BM&r£&tt 1922-1996^ 

H *B&NJtffi9&&&ft 1971-2004^ 

B*a«fi^ffl*f5fe2« 1 9 94-20 04¥ 

B*B3ftJlJK&Sflbdi4R 1 9 9 6-20 04f 



§l£3:£iSto 



JP 2002-66141 

■<£**M 2 0 0 2.0 3. 0 5 

(7/ SD-ftU 



±x, mi -3 



JP 10-328416 
1998. 12. 15 
£X 11-22® (77 



a (y--ra) 



1-8, 9 



1-8, 9 



3 cafl!)«#fct>3atoi»?!i*s*vTv^s. 



TAJ Wfc§BiO*>«jt»-t»l4ft<, -jftttSfBTkmSrsaH- 



<DMM<d1z » K: 5 t> <o 

iYj #{ciia<ofc53:fflt-cs>.ot:, SRsnRtteoiet 
JboXiRi:©. fc o"C gi3l§-e;fc5ilR•£-i±fc 



BB8iaE«:3feT Ut B 

09. 02. 2004 


nrnHMsraaHSB 24 2 2Q(M 


B^B^ff/r (1 SA/JP) 
SfiES-^-l 0 0-8 9 1 5 
flCfiCt» a FftBIS»«BBHT&4#3-9- 


mm- #si5 

miS#-§- 03-3581-1101 F 1 


2T 


3 2 13 


^ 6 2 3 3 



i^PCT/ISA/2 10 (^2^-i>) (1 9 9 8^71) 



PCT/JP 03/1 654 3 



5\m3M.<z> 



J P 5-46656 A V^&&M1£) 
1993. 0 2. 26 
ifff [0 0 0 3] - [00 04] 

JP 200 2-126351 A iT^^^^t) 

2002. 05. 03 

tfff [0 0 9 9] (7t> !)^L) 

JP 2002-369970 A (T/^m^1±) 
2002. 12. 24 

Slltt [0 10 2] , [0123] , Il-13i (77^' 

EP 1086731 A2 (SEGA ENTERPRISE 

S, LTD. ) 2001. 03. 28 

SSW* [0 10 0] - [0 10 4], 11-210 

& JP 2001-198363 A, [0 0 9 9] 

- [0103] , 11-210 



mm-rz 



6 



iSPCT/I 



SA/2 10 (12^- i^COig^) (1 9 9 8^7^) 



